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The use of the JBreviarium of Alaric was abolished, and the Lex
Visigothorum, containing a larger infusion of the Roman elements
into the old Gothic code, was pronounced the only code of
laws for the united population of Spain. But Chindaswinth,
vigorous and clear-sighted as he was, lived too late in the
history of his race. Within little over half a century, the
Visigoth had ceased to rule in the Peninsula, and the Lex
Visigoihorum had given place to the simpler legislation of the
Koran.

Recces winth, who was associated by his father with him in
the administration of the kingdom, succeeded him at his death,
and devoted a great part of his attention during his peaceful
reign of over twenty years to the promulgation and mainten-
ance of his laws. But Recceswinth was but a poor successor1 to
the bold and masterful Chindaswinth; and the best that can
be said of him, perhaps, is that he gave practical effect to his
father's declaration of legislative union, by his celebrated
decree permitting the lawful marriage of the Roman with the
Visigoth in Spain*

Saint Ildefonso, who was raised to the Metropolitan throne
of Toledo in 658, was probably more powerful, and is certainly
more famous than any of his royal contemporaries. For not
only did Ildefonso, the most distinguished of the pupils of
Isidore, rule over Spain for ten years, after the manner of his
episcopal predecessors, but he is said to have enjoyed the more
extraordinary favour of a personal visit from the Blessed Virgin;2
and he is still venerated, second only in honour to Saint James
of Compostella, amongst the patron saints of Spain.

Visigoths^ printed at the end of the present volume. For the few lines that I have
added to the present chapter upon the preparation and promulgation of the code,
I have consulted Montesquieu, Esprit des lois, lib. xxviii. ; Daroud-Oghlou,
Histoire de la Legislation des anciens Germains (Berlin, 1845), torn, i., pp. 1-216;
Savigny, Geschichte des romiscten Rechts^ vol. ii. ; Dahn, K5nige der Germanen,
vol. vi., and Westgothische Studien, and finally a most interesting article in the
English Historical Review, vol. ii., pp. 212-234, by Mr. Hodgkin, to which I am
indebted for many valuable suggestions about the Visigothic period generally.

1 Recceswinth was devout if not moral, licet flagitiosus, tamen Irene monifast
Isidore of Beja, c. 15.

2 A legend, says Dunham, received with the fullest assurance of faith, not by
the vulgar, but by the most learned and critical, not by the stupid Garibay and the
credulous Morales, but by the sceptical Ferreras and the able Masdcu.    Dunham,
i., 219.   The story may be found in the fullest detail in Morales, torn, iii., folio
158 et seq.

That Ildefonso should have written a treatise De Virginitate 5. Maries was
only becoming; and his De Viris illustribus% a continuation of the work of
Isidore, is of considerable interest and value.